June 3, 2009
John S. Wilson
Regional Historic Preservation Officer
Fish and Wildlife Service
U.S. Department of the Interior
300 Westgate Center Drive
Hadley, MA 01035
Dear Mr. Wilson:
Recently, we received a copy of the September 30, 2008 letter from the Spanish
Embassy detailing the results of their review of the Archaeological Resources
Protection Act (ARPA) permit application to conduct a remote sensing survey within
the boundaries of the Chincoteague National Wildlife Refuge in the hopes of
locating the remains of the eighteenth century Spanish shipwreck, La Galga.
We are most appreciative of the comments provided in the letter and as the
archaeological consultant retained by Mr. John Amrhein, Jr., Gray & Pape wanted
to respond to one of the issues raised in the September 2008 letter. The second
paragraph of the letter states that the application contains no information
concerning the credentials or qualifications of Mr. Amrhein to conduct an
archaeological investigation of this nature. In the interest of transparency, we want
to make it clear that Mr. Amrhein retained the services of Gray & Pape as his
cultural resources consultant for this project over a year ago. In this capacity,
Gray & Pape has submitted an ARPA permit application to conduct archaeological
survey on Federal land and will be guiding the development and implementation
of the research design for this project, conducting any field investigations, and
synthesizing the data collected from these investigations into a technical report
suitable for review by the Federal government and the Kingdom of Spain as well as
public dissemination if it is deemed appropriate by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS). Mr. Amrhein will only serve as a historical consultant. Gray &
Pape is a full-service cultural resources consulting firm that has been in business
for 22 years. While we have offices spread throughout the eastern United States,
Gray & Pape has operated in the Commonwealth of Virginia for 17 years and
during that time our staff have become extremely conversant with all of the various
cultural resource types which may be encountered in this region. We would be
glad to discuss the rich and varied backgrounds and research interests of our staff
at any time.
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Regarding the current ARPA application, Gray & Pape is proposing limited remote sensing
survey utilizing a magnetometer in the hopes of verifying several previously identified
anomalies which based on the results of exhaustive historical and documentary research
on the part of Mr. Amrhein may indicate the resting place of the La Galga remains. At
this time, no systematic archaeological excavation is recommended or warranted.
Gray & Pape is proud to be a part of this very important project and it is our hope that
through continued discussion, all of the interested parties may reach an agreeable
conclusion. In the spirit of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended
which charges the managers of Federal agencies with the responsibility of identifying the
cultural resources located within their boundaries for the purpose of future preservation
planning, it is our hope that eventually we all may take the first step together in preserving
a resource that has international cultural significance. In closing, if there is any assistance
or information that Gray & Pape may provide to help the conversation, we are at your
service.
Sincerely,

Brad McDonald
Regional Manager
GRAY & PAPE

John L. Amrhein, Jr.
117 Clipper Court
Kill Devil Hills, NC 27948
Telephone
252-441-1106 Days
252-480-2833 Eves.

July 20, 1999

Senor Rafael Conde de Taro
Deputy Chief of Mission
Spanish Embassy
2375 Pennsylvania Ave.NW
Washington, DC 20037
Dear Senor de Taro:
I have been following with great interest the stories on the shipwrecks Juno and La
Galga. The reason is that I have been there before. Enclosed you will find a report that
was written and filed with the government and historical agencies about my work on La
Galga. Rather than reiterate the details please read the report. The point is that the ship is
now under land. Assateague Island has undergone many changes since 1750. Based on
my research with land records I was able to produce the enclosed chart of Assateague
circa 1690. As to the Juno I truly believe that Mr. Benson has discovered some vessel
other than the Juno. There are many wrecks in this vicinity and I have enclosed a list of
those which are documented. It has been my experience that many vessels in the Colonial
period to the 1820's carried Spanish money. This Spanish money is not proof that a
Spanish vessel wrecked, although many would like to believe this. Furthermore the
accounts of the Juno which I have read seam to indicate a position well out of site of
land. Whatever wreck Mr. Benson has, given its proximity to the present shoreline, it is
most likely that a majority of the vessel's remains lie under the beach. That shoreline is
well documented as having grown out since the early 1800's. I have penciled in the
present shoreline on the enclosed chart.
I have seen too many times people getting caught up in the excitement of shipwreck
discovery and getting burned in the end. I have more to share with you if you like, if you
have any questions please do not hesitate to call or write.
Sincerely,

John L. Amrhein, Jr.

John L. Amrhein, Jr
117 Clipper Ct.
Kill Devil Hills, NC 27948
252-202-5118
amrheinjl@embarqmail.com
November 11, 2008
The Embassy of Spain
Cultural Affairs Officer
2375 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington DC, 20037

Esteemed Sir:
On September 5, 1750, the Spanish warship La Galga ran ashore on Assateague Island, Virginia.
From that point on the residents of the area attributed the origin of the wild ponies of the island
as having come from a Spanish shipwreck. This legend was memorialized in Marguerite Henry’s
Misty of Chincoteague in 1947 and in 1961 it became a movie. Each year nearly 50,000 tourists
come to the Pony Swim at Chincoteague to see the legendary ponies. La Galga has become part
of our American heritage. This shipwreck certainly qualifies for listing on the National Register
of Historic Places. All that is necessary to finalize that process is for our government to officially
verify the wreck’s final resting place. Several other Spanish shipwrecks in Florida are already on
the National Register.
As Americans await that process, steps are being taken to present the history of this ship to an
eager public. My book, The Hidden Galleon, published October, 2007 is the complete history of
of La Galga. I have enclosed two copies here for your review. Secondly, a model of the ship has
ben constructed at great time and expense that will be soon be put on display at the Chincoteague
National Wildlife Refuge Visitors Center. I hope when that time is announced that the Kingdom
of Spain will send a representative for the ribbon cutting. This will be a great opportunity for our
two countries to celebrate a shipwreck that has become our common history and cultural
heritage. In the meantime, should you or any official of Spain wish to meet with me about this
project, I would be most happy to travel to Washington. I look forward in any event in hearing
from you.

Sincerely yours,

John L. Amrhein, Jr..

